May 27, 2010 - Old School Short Shorts Guy
Go to a high school track meet and you’ll see runners with shorts almost down to their knees.   Teenage boys playing basketball have shorts hanging beyond their knees.   And the trend for hip-hop artists and rap singers has been loose shorts slung so low that their underwear is partially exposed.   But there is one man left who bucks fashion to stay true to his style, if you can call it that.  That man is ‘old school short shorts guy.’
He’s been running since at least back in the 1970s when the only choice was to wear short shorts.   I remember as a pre-teen making fun of adults who wore longer shorts.   They weren’t cool like they became in the 1990s and into the new millennium.   But now ‘old school short shorts guy’ looks like some kind of relic from a dark NBA highlight film.   I mean those shorts look way, way too small on Bill Walton and Kareem Abdul-Jabbar.
A most embarrassing instance occurred to me one afternoon.  I had finished running in my neighborhood and was watering plants and raking the yard.   A few girls who had been biking stopped to say ‘hello.’   One of my good friends’ daughters said, ‘Mr. Gary – why are your shorts so short?’   I tried to explain that when running it is uncomfortable to wear longer shorts and was about to enlighten them about the discomfort of chafing when I realized that it was too much information.   Even worse – to them I was ‘old school short shorts guy.’
What was I to do now?   Burn my short shorts?   Throw them in the garbage?   Donate them to a clothing drive?   Or just hide them at the bottom of a clothes drawer while hoping they will one day return to stylish attractiveness, prestige and popularity?   I chose the latter option even though I doubt they will ever be worn with pride in this lifetime.   Like tube socks, corduroy slacks and leisure suits – they had their day and probably will not again.
So I’m wearing longer cool shorts.   They aren’t drooping so low that people are checking to see if I wear boxers or briefs, but they are covering most of my thighs.   I will not be ‘old school short shorts guy.’   But he is everywhere.   Go to any road race.   Check out the senior runners.  Watch the awards presentation to the older age group men.   Yes, there he is – ‘old school short shorts guy.’   He runs among us!
