April 18, 2011 – Boston Marathon 2011 as it Happened

Last year my brother, Doug, and I were on the starting line in Hopkinton for the Boston Marathon.   This year I’m following the top runners and some friends through online updates as competitors are lucky to have the best race conditions since 1994 with temperatures in the low fifties and a 15-20 mile per hour tailwind.   Ryan Hall will attempt to be the first American man to win since 1983 while Kara Goucher and, Desiree Davila hope to vie for the women’s title which no American has won since 1985.   My friends, Jim and Kitty Musante are both running and it is Jim’s 31st Boston Marathon in a row.  My buddy, Jon Hughes, is in the field with the same qualifying time of 3:17 as Jim, so they may run together.  Ageless wonder, Joe Burgasser, who has won the 60-69 age group in the past, is looking to challenge for an age group win at age 72.    There are 25,000 plus runners and each has a story.

The elite women start about 30 minutes before the men and Kim Smith of New Zealand surprisingly goes out to a lead which she stretches to 50 seconds by the half marathon point in 1:10:52.   A pack of about ten women, all from Kenya and Ethiopia except for Goucher and Davila, stick together through splits of 17:11 for 5k, 33:55 for 10k and 50:49 for 15k before cruising through a fast 1:11:42 half marathon.   Meanwhile on the men’s side the lead pack of all east Africans plus American Ryan Hall goes through 5k in 14:29, 10k in29:06 and 15k in 43:45.   Both women and men are taking advantage of the great weather conditions and competition to race very, very fast.

Through 10k my two 53 year-old friends are running well as Jim Musante is on 3:10 pace and Jon Hughes is at 3:17 pace.   Both have 3:17 qualifying times though Jim has really increased his training, leaned out and is ready to possibly challenge 3:10 for the first time in years.    Kitty Musante is running at her planned 3:40 pace and Joe Burgasser is motoring along at 3:19 pace.
As the women get into the Newton Hills between 17 and 21 miles Kim Smith is caught by the lead group of six other women runners.   Desiree Davila is three seconds behind while Kara Goucher is seven seconds behind Davila.   The men are absolutely smoking the course as over ten are together at the hallway point with the leader at 1:01:58!   Ryan Hall continues to stay with the group as they are well under course record pace.  A bit over two miles later at the 25k point a half dozen runners have built a six second lead as Hall and last year’s winner and course record holder, Robert Kiprono Cheruiyot of Kenya, hang in the chase pack.

Desiree Davila has run outstanding through the hills as after Heartbreak Hill she is in the lead group of four that passes through 35k in 1:58:37, more than 20 seconds ahead of the strung out followers and exactly a minute in front of countrywoman Kara Goucher who is in seventh place.  The men’s lead group decreases to eight runners at 30k with Ryan Hall still part of the pack which includes 2010 New York City Marathon champion Gebre Gebremariam.   Cheruiyot is no longer in the lead group.  Kenya’s Geoffrey Mutai makes a big move through the hills and is out front alone after heartbreak Hill in 1:42:35, six seconds ahead of Moses Mosop, over 30 seconds ahead of Gebremariam and over 50 seconds ahead of Hall and two others.
The women’s race turns into another sprint finish down Boylston Street as Sharon Cherop drops to third place behind a duel between Desiree Davila and Kenya’s Caroline Kilel.  The crowd urges Davila onward with a roaring chant of, ‘USA!  USA!’   Davila gives it her all as she runs a personal best of 2:22:38 but comes up two seconds short as Kilel secures the victory in 2:22:36 and Cherop is third in 2:22:42.   Kara Goucher runs an impressive 2:24:52 for fifth place just months after having a baby.   Meanwhile, on the men’s side at 40k Mutai and Mosop are racing together for the victory at 1:56:48, while Hall and Gebremariam are duking it out for third place at 1:58:20.

My buddies are doing well as at the half marathon and 25k point Jim Musante is still on 3:10 pace, but Jon Hughes has slowed a bit and is at 3:21 pace through 25k.   At the halfway mark Joe is running at 3:23 pace and Kitty is on 3:42 pace.

Geoffrey Mutai, second place at the Rotterdam Marathon in 2010 at 2:04:55, is fighting for a victory against first-time marathoner Moses Mosop who has run a 59:20 half marathon and finished second in the World Cross Country Championships.   As with the women, the men’s sprint finish has the crowd going crazy as Mutai leads Mosop across the finish in 2:03:02 and 2:03:06 as both destroy the World Record of 2:03:59!    Gebre Gebremariam out sprints Ryan Hall for third in 2:04:53 to 2:04:58 as both are well under the old course record and Hall runs his personal best by a minute and a half.   I guess the Newton Hills didn’t bother the leaders as Mutai ran the first half marathon in 1:01:58 and second half in an unbelievable 1:01:04!   I’ve run that course 12 times and can’t even relate how amazing Mutai and Mosop’s second half marathon was – especially with the Newton Hills between 17 and 21 miles culminating with Heartbreak Hill.
With the excitement up front still lingering I am focusing on my friends who are still on the course.   As they get into the Newton Hills and splits are available at 30k Jim has slowed slightly to 3:12 pace with Jon and Joe at 3:24 pace.   The next 5k is the toughest stretch of the course and includes Heartbreak Hill.  Jim succumbs a bit and slows to a projected 3:16 pace while Jon has slowed to a projected 3:30 finish at the 35k mark which is 21.7 miles into the race.   Joe is holding strong at age 72 at 3:26 pace and Kitty has slowed slightly at 3:44 pace as they run through the 30k point.
The finish line is getting closer for Jim though his projected time at 40k with just over a mile to go is 3:19.   Joe slows slightly to a projected 3:27 pace at 35k where his two minute deficit to Jon at the half marathon is now a two minute advantage.   It’s almost a forgone conclusion that nearly everyone slows down as the marathon gets to the final miles and Jim finishes his 31st straight Boston Marathon in 3:21:30!  Congratulations, Jim!   Joe comes in strong with a 3:29:06 which is the fourth fastest for runners over 70 years old today!   Way to go, Joe!   Jon trucks in with a 3:37 and not long afterward Kitty finishes in 3:55.
It’s interesting that the favorable weather conditions helped the front runners to be so fast while my friends seemed to run as expected or a bit more slowly and had the typical second half slow down through the hills.  The professional racers are definitely a different breed.   I missed being in Boston for today’s marathon, but sure enjoyed keeping up with the race via online updates.   It was great to follow along with my friends and was quite amazing to see Desiree Davila challenge for the women’s title while the first two men ran the fastest marathons in human history by over 50 seconds and Ryan Hall ran the fastest time ever by an American.  Altogether it was a super day!
