March 8, 2011 – Track Meet Announcer and Runner
This past weekend I enjoyed attending the inaugural FlRunners.com Primetime Invitational Track and Field Meet and served as its announcer.   It was held at Charlotte High School in Punta Gorda, Florida which was in the direct path of Hurricane Charley back in 2004.   The school and surrounding area were leveled, but it is amazing how nearly seven years later I couldn’t even tell that the school had been totaled and rebuilt.   The track was beautiful and slightly breezy weather with warm temperatures was the setting for Friday’s individual events and Saturday’s relays.

There were some outstanding performances on the field during the Friday afternoon session highlighted by John Carroll senior Justin Osking winning the discus on his third and final attempt with a throw of 167-04 and the shot put with a mark of 52-02.  In the running events, Springstead freshman Wilena Little won the 100 and 400 meters and placed second in the 200 meters.   Charlotte’s Tyler Cardillo, running in front of his home crowd in the 1,500 meters raced a swift 3:57.02 which converts to a 4:14 mile!   In the girls 1,500 meters 6th grader, Daesha Rogers, the middle school cross country state champion, won in an astounding time of 4:45.30.
In the evening action two State Champions met in the 100 meter dash with Mike Bellamy nipping Jerimy Strainge 10.66 to 10.78.   Eight grader Diamond Spaulding finished first in both the 100 and 200 meters with a 12.14 in the 100 and a 24.50 in the 200.   Daesha Rogers followed up her afternoon 1,500 meters in the 800 meters, just beating Canterbury freshman Emily Edwards 2:15.39 to 2:16.29.   Kathryn and Erika Fleuhr of Community School of Naples used sister power in the 5,000 meters to finish one-two in outstanding times of 16:50.27 for Kathryn and 16:58.72 for Erika!   In The boys 5,000 meters Boone’s John-Logan Hines steadily built a lead that stretched to 11 seconds and was still at eight seconds with a lap to go.   But Chamberlain’s Max del-Monte motored the entire last lap, coming from 25 yards down on the home stretch as his 61 second lap secured the victory over Hines by 15:18.14 to 15:19.10.

On the Saturday relay day Trinity Prep and Charlotte were attempting to break the state 4 x 1,600 meter record of 17:42.23. It was close for a few laps until Charlotte pulled away and went solo.   Tyler Cardillo needed to run a 61 second 400 to take the record but his 4:16 split left them 0.99 seconds short of the record.   The record is a tough one to beat, but even tougher is the 1980 Largo High School 4 x mile record of 17:29.

There was lots of exciting relay action with events not raced leading up to State competition such as the sprint medley, distance medley and shuttle hurdle relay.   But the zaniest relay was the mixed coaches’ 4 x 100 meter relay.    The meet staff put together a team comprised of Coach George of Charlotte, Jason Byrne and Todd Grasley of flrunners.com, and yours truly, the meet announcer.   Four teams we’re in the running and I announced the start with a wireless microphone as Coach George ran our first leg.   Somehow we did a blind relay pass as I took the handoff in the lead.   After half of the back stretch I announced, ‘I’m in second place, I’m running, I’m announcing, I’d better concentrate on running!’  Todd took the baton around to Jason and somehow we ended up as the bronze medal team as I announced the final two legs from my spot after handing off the baton to Todd.   That was my first 100 meter race ever – open or relay!   I guess you can teach an old dog a new trick!

All in all it was a great two days of high school sports at its best.   The inaugural FlRunners.com Primetime Invitational Track and Field Meet provided great performances, close races and fun.   And now that we’ve tasted greatness with our bronze medal in the mixed coaches’ 4 x 100 meter relay, Coach George, Todd, Jason and I need to get in some serious training for next year if we want to challenge for the gold medal! 
