February 3, 2011 – Cherry Picker Race Winning Guy
It has been a long time since I was regularly winning races.   In fact, these days I don’t win my age group that often.   Even when I was at the top of my game most of my fastest racing efforts did not result in victories as I usually raced against good competition.   My 10k road PR left me way back in 61st place at the highly competitive Peachtree Road Race in 1981 despite churning to a 30:29 on a hot and humid summer day.   When I raced my three fastest half marathons in Orlando at the Tangerine Bowl Half Marathon and its subsequent name-changed Citrus Bowl Half Marathon I only cracked the top ten overall finishers once though I raced 1:08:53, 1:08:13 and 1:08:27 in 1978, 1984 and 1987.    My fastest marathons at the 1979 Marine Corps and 1982 Rocket City races of 2:22:34 and 2:23:51 were only good for tenth and 18th places.   But there is one guy who always seems to be taking first place awards at the races.   He may not be the fastest runner around, but ‘Cherry Picker Race Winning Guy’ knows how to find races where he can win.
In the 1970s and early 1980s there weren’t many road races and the few we could find were loaded with speedy collegiate and high school runners.   Summer road races would have only 50 to 100 runners, but almost all were fast.  If we went to a race in another city we would just encounter the track and cross country stars that lived there.   But things started to change 25 years ago and the trend has increased as races have sprung up like mushrooms.   Every group or charity just has to stage a race to raise money for some cause.   The emphasis isn’t as much on competing as participating.   ‘Cherry Picker Race Winning Guy’ uses this to his advantage.   If there is a race with so little publicity that the vast majority of runners don’t know about it – he is there.   If a small town that isn’t on the map stages a race – he is there.   If a group decides at the last minute to put on a race, it is poorly organized and none of the top runners would even think about showing up – he is there.
“Cherry Picker Race Winning Guy’ is a pretty good runner – he just isn’t one of the outstanding top racers in his area so he is very selective about his races.   While top local 5k races might take a time of 15 to 17 minutes to win, he takes his 19:30 speed to the ‘Possum Festival 5k’ or the ‘Run to Repair the Damaged Storm Drain 5k.’   After winning he will show up at a major local race the next weekend just so he can brag about his victory.  He won’t be running in the race, just volunteering, so this gives him ample opportunity to let everyone know that the previous weekend he won the ‘Make Line Dancing the Official Dance of Georgia 5k.’   He doesn’t bother to mention his time except to friends and family members who don’t know the difference between finishing in 14 minutes, 18 minutes or 22 minutes.   ‘Cherry Picker Race Winning Guy’ gets all sorts of congratulations and high fives from his adoring fans.   To them – he is a hero!   Darn it – I think he’s smarter than me!
